Stowe December 7th 2025
Luke 2: 1-20
This is the wonderful nativity story that is the central message of Christmas. For that is what Christmas is all about, celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ in the stable over 2000 years ago. 
What does that story mean for us today: it means so much for our past, our present and our future……
PAST – forgiveness.
Human beings are not perfect, no matter how good intentions we will mess up. We will say and do things we wish we hadn’t, and maybe not say and do things we wish we had. We will sometimes be impatient, unkind even, and we wont always be as kind and loving as we should. This can sometimes sit in our conscience; it causes us to feel shame and regret. If only I hadn’t… we say. 
But that tiny baby born the first Christmas day came to deal with this for us. For when he grew up he died for us all on the cross. And he did that to offer us forgiveness – the chance to say sorry to God for all those things we regret, And God will forgive us. The guilt and regret we feel is lifted by accepting God’s forgiveness, offered through Jesus, which sets us free to follow Jesus’ teaching, helped by His Holy Spirit.

PRESENT – joy
God sent Jesus because he loves us all so much that he sent his only son to earth – for us. For each one of us, this is personal. Do we really appreciate how loved we are? To be loved like that brings joy, not just happiness which is lovely but fleeting sometimes, but joy , the joy of being loved by God that is always with us. This joy is the security of my life.
Also, when we live our lives following Jesus, praying to him and trying to live the way he wants us to, guided by the Holy Spirit, this leads to joy. Living in relationship with God is joyful, living a life guided by the Holy Spirit is joyful. For God wants what’s best for us, always.

FUTURE – hope
Because of Jesus we have hope for the future; we know that following Jesus leads to eternal life with God in heaven – that is our sure and certain hope.
In John’s Gospel he writes that the light – and that light is Jesus, light of the world. ‘the light (Jesus) shines in the darkness and the darkness has not overcome it’ This means that however difficult life gets, however much we worry about the future of the world, we know that the darkness will not win, it cannot overcome Jesus’ light. That is the hope we always have because of Jesus Christ our Saviour.
And we know that one day, and we don’t know when that will be, one day Jesus will come again and everyone will see him as he starts his kingdom here on earth. Again, our hope for the future.
This is why we celebrate Christmas. Because of Jesus and what he means for all our lives, our past forgiven, our present joyful and the hope he brings for our future. 

