STOWE FAMILY SERVICE 30 Nov 25
ADVENT
ADVENT WREATH
Prophets’ candle – HOPE  - please see below. This is my theme for today
Angels’ candle – PEACE – the hope we have gives us peace in a totally different way to the world, peace and security that cannot be shaken as we trust God
Shepherds’ candle – JOY – having this hope and this peace makes us joyful. Jesus said he came to bring us life and life to the full, joyful life. We might not always be happy, difficult things can still happen, but we have a central inner joy that cannot be shaken. Psalm 42 says ‘why are you cast down O my soul…hope in God, for I shall praise him, my salvation’
Bethlehem candle – LOVE – we are each loved by God, we sit here right now in his love. Our all knowing, all powerful creator and eternal God loves each one of us! 
Centre – JESUS -the light of the world – he came to show us the way, how to live and the way that our sins can be forgiven and we can be reconciled/friends again with God. 

ISAIAH 2: 1-5
The first candle is the prophets’ candles. They were people who lived long before Jesus, who were given special messages from God to share with His people – God was telling us what He was going to do, special promises.
We think of Jeremiah, Isaiah, Elijah, Micah to name but a few and they all told us God promised it would be and how he would send a Messiah/Saviour to help us all, to rescue us and bring us back to relationship with Him. These prophecies all came true when Jesus was born!
So let’s look at the short passage from Isaiah we have just heard: he says the temple will be the highest point, the temple of God – so God will be the highest point, visible to all and people will come flocking to him. Jesus is the highest point in history and millions of people have followed him, and the day will come when God himself will be clearly visible to all creation.
And Isaiah says God will teach us what he wants us to do – Jesus showed us the way to live, loving God and loving our neighbour. And ‘we will walk in the paths he has chosen’, if we follow Jesus and his teaching then we walk in those paths, living ad God wants us to, living the best way we can.
The prophecy continues; God will settle disputes among nations and there will be an end to war and violence. This is what the world needs so badly, and it is God’s promise to us that it will happen, that nations will never again go to war. What a wonderful promise – I personally cant wait for that to happen, and I have the sure and certain hope that it will happen because God has promised that it will. This is why the first candle, the prophets candle, is the HOPE candle; we know that this will happen and so we live in hope. Isaiah concludes let us therefore walk in the light that God gives us – Jesus is that light, he is the light of the world, so let us live in that life, full of hope. So when will what we hope for happen? Lets hear…..
Matthew 24: 36-44
Jesus, whose birth we are preparing to celebrate this Christmas will come again. That is when all the things we hope for will happen. Christmas and Easter, brilliant as they are are not the end for Jesus will come again. And Jesus says that only God knows then the second coming will be, it will happen in God’s perfect timing. So we wait in hope but we must be ready. Jesus says be always on your guard as he will come when we don’t expect him. And what will happen when he does come again, whenever that is? The prophets have a lot to tell us -there will be peace, no war only friendship and God’s will shall be done on earth as it is in heaven. And Jesus in this passage from Matthew tells that Jesus will gather his followers to himself. Which is why it is so important for us to share our faith with everyone.
So how can we be ready and stay ready for when he comes again? I think we need to always be focused on Jesus, to pray and listen to him in all situations and every day, to try our best to live in relationship with him and be aware of his loving presence in our lives. The Holy Spirit is always with us. We need to read the Bible, think about it, pray about it and understand its relevance for our lives and how we should live. We should see each other through God’s eyes and be kind and loving. We should see everything we do in the context of God’s eternity. We should BE with God, this can be hard sometimes but we are human beings not human doings and hard though it can be when we just want to get on and do, we need to also spend time just being with God. Listening to him, loving him.
So, just as in advent while we are preparing excitedly for Christmas, we should always be preparing, equally excited, for Jesus to come again, anytime.
